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Document No. 74*
[Diego de la Ribera2 to the Crown, Havana, August 124,
1590]
(P. 0                                       t
Sire
By the advice-boat which left here on the 6th instant I reported
our arrival in this port and on the gth at nine oclock at night the
second advice-boat came in, which was sent with Your Majesty's
of May gth written from San Lorenzo. As soon as I received it we
met in council to consider our departure.
The council resolved that we winter here because the margin of
time allowed us in which to get away is so short that we could not
leave within the period set. The ships are not yet ready to go. The
voyage from Cartagena here was hard on them, so much so that
some of them had necessarily to be careened, among others my
flagship and the Campechana.
The corsairs are very daring off this coast. Off Cape San Antonio
we saw a ship and a pinnace and after we arrived here the master
and owner of the vice-admiral of the Santo Domingo fleet came in
and said that off Cape Tiburon he was chased by a ship and two
smaller vessels who took him and held him prisoner until they set
him and his men ashore at Cape San Antonio. The corsair who took
him joined the two we had seen off the cape. These told him that
we had passed and he showed very great disappointment at not
meeting us.
This corsair was three days off this harbour. They say there is
with him the governor of the English settlement in Florida whither
they are conveying him and where they will winter.
They told this man that at Cruz de Padre, which is 30 leagues
east of this place, a very swift pinnace is stationed to go to inform a
squadron of English ships lying off the Terceiras whenever we leave.
They add that their vessels slipped out of England one by one in
order to gull Your Majesty, that die armada might not be sent out.
They say that they formed squadrons, some to sail hither, others to
lie in wait at the Terceiras, and still others off Cape Saint Vincent.
1 A. de /., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127. zpliegos, original.
a Captain general in command of the Mainland fleet